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Bock Rh view 

Kr.NiMi.i R. L a m k i •: s and Mic'.i i aili_ Lite (Eds.). 2006. Plant Breeding: The Arnel R. Hallauer 

International Symposium. (ISBN 0-8138-2824-4, 978-0-8138-2824-4, hbk.). Black - 
wcll Publishing. 2121 Srare Ave., Ames, IA 50014-8300, U.S.A. and 9600 Garsington 
Road, Oxford, OX4 2DQ, UK. (Orders: 515-292-0140, 515-292-3348 lax 1-800-862- 
6657, www.blackwellprofcssional.com, orders@ames.blackwellpublishing.com,). $1 49.99, 
379 pp., numerous illustrations, 7" x 10". 

A toral ot 84 authors conrribute a collcction oi 27 chapters, the iirsr ‘ Plant Breeding: Past, Present, and Future.” 
Fmm i he Preface: “The vvorld ol plant breeding lias experienced dramatic changes during the [last 45 years]. At 
the instirurional leveb international centers ol erop developmenr have emerged and declined, legal and ethical 


issues have becorne routine considerations, the private sector Inational programs, iederal governments, universi- 
tiesj has diversilied and placed greater emphasis on basic research as opposed to varietal developmenr. Changes 
in ml rast met ure fe.g.,oll -season nurse nes, service laboratones) and ree h nology leg., computers, machinery, ana- 
lytical met hods, transgenic met hods) enable t he declining number of plant breeders ro evaluate more germ plasm 
in more vvays in more environments and to identily genotypes tliat exhibit optimal adaptarion to the needs of 
society, the demands ol nature, and the desires of the market. Nascent developmenrs in basic biological and infor- 
mational Sciences, as exemplilied by the gradual annotation ol entire genomes and their gene products, have 
provided additional tools and options lor vanous aspect s ot plant breeding. 1 '— Guy Nesom HoUinu ol Research ln- 
stitulc oi Texas, 509 Pecan Street, hort Worth, IX 76102-^068, USA. 


Boor Notice 

M.Nl: \ IN Smi i H. 2006. Native Treasures: Gardening wilh ihe Plants of California. (ISBN 0- 

520-24425-7, pbk.). Univcrsity of California Press, California/Princcton Fulfillment 
Services, 1445 Power Ferry Road, Ewing, NJ 08618, U.S.A. (Orders: www.ucpress.edu/, 
609-883-1759, 609-883-7413 lax). $24.95, 278 pp., color photos, 7" x 10". 

hrom the linthor—" I hts is nor a how-ro' gardening book, thougli practical subjects are addressed here in detail, 
and ii iscertainly not the comprehensive encyclopedia ... Rather, it combines myown personal thoughts. some- 
times m ave nek opinions, and experience with a goodly measure ot plainer (acts on selected groups <4 native 
plants and their culture. 1 he plant genera described here include most ol the major ones in cultivation. hut also 
some more obscure but garden-worthy groups, thrown in as wliim and personal mterests dictate.' Smith divides 
h is lavorites into “trees' (oaks, madrono), “shrubs” (e.g., wild lilac, manzanitas, flannel bushes, giant poppies), 
t wo broader genera (sage and buckwheat). “subshrubs and herbaceous perenmals’ le.g., penstemons. iris, lewisias, 
blue eyes, golden eyes), and “bulbs and corms" lillies, brodiaeas and friends). I Ie ends with “Small Marters— The 
rrouble with annuals": “We lorget that Natures best displays are occasional and unpredictable. We teil ourselves 
rh at anything seen over such vast areas [tloors ot annual wildt lowersl must bc v easy to grow. And so they are. in a 
well tended 1 lower pot. C reat mg a reliable display m the open garden is more dilf icult— as 1 have learned through 
ha rs h ex pe r ie nc e .” 

I he book is implicitly, at least, aimed tovvard California gardeners, but surely many of the species could be 
grown elsewhere in North America. “C 'alifornia gardeners, like their counterparts the vvorld over, can be woelully 
ignorant ot the I lora close ar hand. They are influenced by a long and hallowed tradition ol importing horricul- 
tural treasures trom Furope, Asia, and orher lar-llung regions." But .... “A fair number of native plants are novv 
used interchangeably wit h exotics ol similar leatures even by gardeners whose notion ot geographic origin in the 
local nursery. Fven lor non-gardeners, this is a great book with lots ol interesting bioloev, tun to read. even il 
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you're not trom California.— Guy Nesom, Botanica! Research Institute of Texas, 509 Paan Street, hort Worth, IX 
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